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INTRODUCTORY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mk.  CH.4.IRMAX  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  liave  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  third  annual 
report,  the  thirty-second  report  presented  to  you  by  successive 
Medical  Officers.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  (17.9)  is  con¬ 
siderably  higher  than  16.2,  that  for  1905,  wliich  was  the  lowest 
death  rate  for  the  Borough  on  record,  but  only  on  four  previous 
occasions  has  the  annual  death  rate  been  lower  than  for  1906. 
A  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  in  the  later  part  of  the 
year  and  caused  109  deaths.  Influenza  was  also  very  wide  spread. 
The  deaths  from  Tubercular  diseases  numbered  242.  This  is 
higher  tlian  last  year,  and  only  shghtly  lower  than  the  average 
for  the  previous  five  years.  The  attack-rate  and  death-rate  from 
Scarlet  Fever  are  the  lowest  on  record.  In  each  of  six  months 
of  tlie  year  the  number  of  cases  notified  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  was  less  than  in  the  corresponding  month  of  any  year  since 
the  Notification  Act  came  into  force.  Only  one  case  of  Small¬ 
pox  occurred  in  the  Borough. 

Among  notable  events  relating  to  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year,  I  would  mention  the  appointment  in  May  of  an  Inspector 
of  Midwives  and  Health  Visitor,  the  decision  of  the  Town  Council 
in  September  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  per¬ 
mission  to  buy  fifteen  acres  of  land  at  Cleadon  as  a  site  for  a  new 
Fever  Hospital,  the  beginning  of  the  new  Baths  and  Washhouses 
in  Derby  Street,  and  the  completion  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouses. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently. 


Health  Office, 

South  Shields, 

February,  1907. 


S.  G.  MOSTYX. 


HEPOI^T,  1906. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Borough. — 2,399  acres,  including  inland  water  (55 
acres),  but  excluding  foreshore  and  tidal  water  (246  acres). 

Population. — The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  ])opulation  of 
the  Borough  to  be  at  June  30th,  1906,  111,402.  Tlie  density  of 
population  per  acre  is  46.4. 

Births. — The  number  registered  during  the  year  wa.s  3,531, 
being  30  more  than  during  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a 
Birth  rate  of  31.70  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Tlie  births  were 


Males 

Females 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

1,781 

1,632 

3,413 

Illegitimate  . 

-A 

G4 

118 

Total  . 

1,83.) 

1,G06 

3,531 

Pt 

Tlie  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  is  1,082  to  1,000. 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  3.3,  whilst  for  1905 
it  was  3.5. 

Deaths. — 1,993  deaths  were  recorded  as  belonging  to  the 
Borough,  1,086  being  mates,  and  907  females.  The  juoportion 
of  male  to  female  deaths  is  thus  1,197  to  1,(K)0. 
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Tliis  number,  1,993,  includes  211  deaths  in  Harton  Workhouse 
and  20  in  Sedgefield  Lunatic  Asylum.  These  231  persons  belonged 
to  the  Borougli,  but  at  their  decease  were  in  these  institutions  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity.  Six  deaths  occurring  in  South 
Shields  institutions  among  persons  belonging  to  other  districts 
have  been  excluded  (See  the  Local  Government  Board’s  definition 
of  “  non-residents,”  page  40),  and  notified  to  the  Medical  Officers 
of  those  districts. 

On  this  figure,  1,993,  the  Death-rate  is  equal  to  17.89  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

The  deaths,  quarter  by  quarter,  were  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Deaths.  Death-rate. 

1st  Quarter .  469  ....  16.84 

2nd  „  438  ....  15.73 

3rd  „  466  ....  16.73 

4th  „  620  ....  22.26 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. — In  addition  to  the  231  deaths 
mentioned  above,  79  occurred  in  the  Ingham  Infirmary,  and 
11  in  the  Denes  ,  Fever  Hospital,  making  a  total  of  321  deaths  in 
Public  Institutions,  which  is  16  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during 
the  year.  For  the  year  1905,  the  percentage  was  14.5. 

Coroner’s  Inquests  were  held  regarding  102  deaths,  tlie  pro¬ 
portion  of  inquest  cases  being  equal  to  5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — During  1906,  there  were  83  deaths,  the 
causes  of  which  were  not  certified  by  the  Coroner  or  by  medical 
men  ;  of  these,  44  were  under  one  year  of  age,  and  23  under  otie 
month. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  was  529,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
of  150  per  1,090  births  ;  that  is,  for  every  ten  deaths  in  South 
Shields,  there  were  three  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age ;  or 
again,  for  every  seven  children  born,  one  died  before  it  was  a 
year  old  ! 

Among  illegitimate  children,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was 
305  per  1,000  births  ! 
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'  Reference  to  Table  \T.,  page  42,  shews  that  tiie^deaths  under 
one  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Common  Infectious  diseases  (Measles  and  Whooping 


Cough) .  31 

Diarrhoeal  diseases  .  92 

Wasting  diseases  .  206 

Tuberculous  diseases  .  17 

Other  causes  .  183 


Total .  .629 


There  is  here  room  for  much  saving  of  life.  The  deaths  )»ut 
down  to  wasting  diseases  are  largely  due  to  unhealthy  conditions 
in  the  parents,  and  the  deaths  from  diarrhmal  diseases  are  the 
result  of  dirty  surroundings  and  want  of  care.  We  may  e.\j)pct 
these  deaths  to  be  greatly  diminished  wlien  a  healthy  public 
opinion  is  aroused  and  parents  realise  that  it  is  a  disgrace  to  them 
that  their  children  should  die  from  diseases  that  are  preventable, 
and  when  a  higher  standard  of  cleanliness  is  demanded  and  obtained 
in  the  houses  and  yards  and  tlie  town  in  general. 

The  observance  of  a  few  simple  rules  would  help  : — Till  tlie 
cliild  has  teeth,  no  food  but  milk  (the  mother’s  if  possible)  should 
be  given  except  In'  a  doctor’s  orders.  The  cliild  should  have 
plenty  of  sleep  and  fresh  air.  It  should  not  be  exposed  to  night 
air  or  damp.  Everything  that  goes  into  an  infant’s  mouth  should 
be  scrupulously  clean — most  particularly  during  the  summer 
months. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Health  Committee, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attended  the  National  Conference 
on  Infantile  Mortality  in  London,  on  June  13th  and  14th.  The 
meeting  wirs  attended  by  upwards  of  4(K»  delegates  from  various 
parts  of  the  country. 

At  this  important  Conference,  Mr.  John  Burns,  in  his  presi¬ 
dential  address,  on  behalf  of  the  Oovernment,  olTered  sympathy 
for  the  object  of  this  too  long  delayed  Conference,  and  jiromised 
all  the  ])ractical,  kindly  and  sensible  helj)  that  his  de])artment 
could  give  ;  at  tlie  same  time  lie  expected  more  from  discussion 
and  enlightenment,  and  looked  for  a  healthier  public  ojiinion. 
Two  out  of  every  four  infantile  deaths  were  preventable.  Among 
the  causes  of  the.se  deaths  he  jilaced  intemperance,  and  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  married  women.  He  considered  married  women  should 
not  be  employed  for  three  months  before  or  six  months  after  the 
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birth  of  a  child,  the  health  of  the  mother  was  the  cardinal  con¬ 
dition  for  the  health  of  the  baby.  The  importance  of  breast 
feeding  should  be  impressed  on  mothers.  Dr.  Xewsholme  had 
shown  that  it  was  fifty  times  as  dangerous  to  feed  a  baby  on  cow’s 
milk  as  on  breast  milk,  and  a  hundi’ed  times  as  dangerous  to  feed  it  on 
condensed  milk.  In  large  towns  women  were  more  isolated  from 
other  women  than  in  the  country,  and  lacked  the  neighbourly 
advice  of  the  more  experienced.  A  substitute  for  this  must  be 
provided.  There  must  be  earher  registration  of  births  so  that 
health  visitors  could  hel^).  He  appealed  to  the  Conference  to 
concentrate  its  energies  on  the  mother.  It  should  .seek  also  to 
provide  cleaner  milk,  cleaner  homes,  fresher  air,  paved  back 
3’ards,  and  impervious  streets.  He  considered  that  creches  would 
encourage  women’s  labour,  milk  depots  were  good,  but  not  .so  good 
if  they  sujjerseded  the  natural  feeding  of  infants. 

The  subjects  for  discussion  included  the  education  of  girls  and 
expectant  mothers  in  matters  concerning  the  health  of  infants  ; 
the  influence  of  alcohohsm  in  the  parents  on,  and  the  relation  of 
premature  births  to,  infantile  mortality  ;  the  earlier  registration 
of  births  ;  the  registration  of  still  births,  and  the  amendment  of 
the  Infant  Life  Protection  Act  so  that  it  may  include  all  cases 
where  children  are  put  out  to  nurse  with  strangers  ;  infant  insur¬ 
ance  ;  the  employment  of  women  in  factories  before  and  after 
confinement  ;  the  operation  of  the  Midwives  Act  ;  the  question 
of  the  milk  supply ;  and  the  constitution  of  the  adv'ertised 
infants’  foods. 

It  was  felt  that  this  Conference  should  be  followed  by  similar 
Conferences  in  future. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — The  seven  jirincipal  Zymotic  Diseases 
accounted  for  299  deaths  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 


Smallpox. 

■Scarlel 

Fever. 

1  )iphtheria 
and 

Membran¬ 
ous  Croup. 

“  Fever.” 

-Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhd-a. 

6 

30 

!) 

109 

39 

10(i 

The  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  is 
2.68  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1.68  for  the 
j’ear  1905.  The  chief  causes  of  this  increase  were  Measles  and 
Diarrhoea. 
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The  following  Table  compares  the  death-rates  (per  1,000  of  the 
])opulation)  from  each  of  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  during 
last  year  and  previous  years  ; — 


Llsi  k. 

» 

Year. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

“  Fever.” 

i 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous 

Croup. 

1 

j  Whooping 

Cough. 

b 

Total 

Zymotic  Rate. 

1891  . 

.11 

.20 

.29 

.90 

.61 

.73 

2.85 

1892  . 

.01 

.12 

.20 

.10 

.30 

.33 

.50 

1.62 

1893  . 

.04 

.38 

.35 

.06 

.39 

.36 

1.56 

3.15 

1894  . 

.39 

.20 

.05 

.19 

.11 

.43 

1.37 

1895  . 

.18 

.35 

.21 

.29 

.90 

1.43 

3.36 

189(1  . 

.18 

.27 

.10 

.92 

.42 

..58 

2.49 

1897  . 

.15 

.16 

.09 

.29 

.25 

.88 

1.83 

1898  . 

.25 

.39 

,  . 

.57 

.77 

1.11 

3.09 

1899  . 

.21 

.47 

.06 

.04 

.13 

1.41 

2.33 

1900  . 

.21 

.20 

.12 

.55 

.67 

2.32 

.Mean  1891-1900 

.00 

.22 

.28 

.11 

.44 

.46 

1 

.03 

2.45 

1901  . 

.00 

-22 

.14 

.68 

.10 

1.60 

3.36 

1902  . 

.04 

.38 

.06 

!  .06 

.92 

1.01 

.16 

2.63 

1903  . 

.01 

.11 

.10 

.15 

.14 

.03 

.47 

1.02 

I!)04  . . 

.07 

.07 

.08 

.11 

.26 

.59 

.58 

j  1.77 

1905  . 

.04 

.05 

.21 

.22 

.22 

..58 

..54 

1 .86 

19(-(i  . 

1 

.05 

.08 

.27 

.98 

.35 

.95 

]  2.08 

Tlie  Table  below  compares  South  Shields  for  190(5  with  the 
towns  and  the  country  generally 


Annual  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 


« 


England  and  Wales.  .  27'0  15'4 
7<i  Great  Towns  ....  27’0  l.'i’O 
142  Sniiiller  Towns  .  .  20'5,  14'5 
England  and  Wales  | 

less  the  218  Towns.  2(1-3  15-1 
Durham  .Adininistra-  | 

tive  County . ^  3r)-2  17-o 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  ..[31-7  17-9 


l*rincipal  Epi¬ 
demic  I)i»eiis(8. 

Smallpox. 

Slcaslcs. 

> 

•Jj 

Diphtheria. 

WIioopiPK 

Coucli. 

j  Diarrhcea. 

1  Deaths  under  oi 
1  of  age  per  1,000 

1-73 

0-00  0-27 

0-1  o'  0-171  0-23 

0-09 

0-87: 

133 

0*04. 

O-OO:  0-40 

0-12  0-1  Ol  0-28 

0-09 

1-16, 

145 

i-71 

;  ..  ,0-22 

0-09 

0-17'  0-20 

0-(19j  0-94 

138 

1-18 

•  i 

0-00‘  0-14 

1 

0-08  C-16  0-19 

0-09 

0-.52 

116 

b  $ 


I  'III 

•’•40  . .  0-16  0-08  0  2ol  0-301  0-22 

2-68  '  . .  I  0.981  0-05  0-27|  0-35  0  08 


1-41 

0’95 


157 

150 
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SOUTH 

SHIELDS. 

ENGLAND  &  WALES. 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000 

Annual  Bate  per  1,000 

Infantile 

Year. 

of  the  Population. 

Mortality 

of  the  Population. 

Mortality 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

1,000 

1,000 

Birth. 

Death. 

Zymotic 

Births. 

Birth. 

Death. 

Zymotic 

Births. 

1897  .. 

35.9 

17.2 

1.83 

154 

29.6 

17.4 

2.15 

156 

1898  .. 

37.0 

21.5 

3.09 

182 

29.3 

17.5 

2.22 

160 

1899  .. 

36.0 

20.7 

2.33 

175 

29.1 

18.2 

2.21 

163 

1900  .. 

36.3 

21.4 

2.33 

160 

28.7 

18.2 

2.00 

1.54 

1901  .. 

36.8 

20.6 

3.36 

169 

28.5 

16.9 

2.05 

151 

1902  . . 

36.4 

19.4 

2.62 

149 

28.5 

16.2 

1.64 

133 

1903  .. 

34.5 

17.1 

1.01 

132 

28.4 

15.4 

1.46 

132 

1904  . . 

34.5 

18.1 

1.77 

144 

27.9 

16.2 

1.94 

145 

1905  . . 

32.0 

16.2 

1.86 

145 

27.2 

15.2 

1.52 

128 

1906  .. 

31.7 

17.9 

2.68 

150 

27.0 

15-4 

1.73 

133 

In  this  Table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  birth-rate  of  South 
Shields,  like  that  of  the  whole  country,  is  still  diminishing.  Our 
general  death-rate  and  that  from  Zymotic  diseases  are  both  higher 
than  last  year,  though  the  general  death-rate  has  been  lower 
than  last  year  in  only  four  previous  years.  Our  infantile  mortality 
rate  has  risen  slightly,  like  tliat  of  the  country ;  the  prevalence 
of  Diarrhoea  during  the  summer  and  autumn  will  more  than  account 
for  this  increase. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


TARLE  showing  the  number  of  notifications  of  the  Notifiable^ 
Diseases,  and  the  deaths  tlierefrom,  during  1906  : — 


Diseases. 

Cases 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Registered. 

Smallpox  . 

1 

.. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

217 

0 

Dijilitheria . 

168 

30t 

Membranous  Crouj) . 

Tvphus  Fever  . 

Enteric  (or  Tvplioicl)  Fever 

54 

9 

Continued  Fever  . 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

,  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

1 

Cholera  . 

Erysipelas  . 

104 

H 

Plague  . 

Totals  for  !!>()(•  .... 

545 

54 

Totals  for  I!IU.5  .... 

*902 

66 

*  Inclucliiifr  :}27  crtses  of  ChieUi-npi)x. 

J  InoliKlJiig  ()iu>  cleatli  in  Harton  Workhouse. 


The  following  T.;il)le  sliows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Di.sea.se  notified,  and  tlie  months  in  whicli  they  occurred  : — 


1906. 

X 

c 

H 

ijI 

u, 

a 

X 

c  ^ 

c  ~ 

'rypima  I'ovcr. 

l•’ntp^ic  Fever 

s  ^ 

c 

'it 

cs  0) 

^  .  * 

C 

es 

k. 

s 

*2 

es 

*5 

*« 

k. 

C 

es 

X 

o 

p. 

c 

o 

e 

1 

] 

Januarv  . 

25 

4 

9 

40 

Fehrnarv 

i 

12 

4 

4 

27 

March  .  . . 

16 

s 

6 

9 

39 

April  .... 

I.l 

1  1 

5 

i 

5 

35 

Mav  _ 

i 

1.} 

10 

o 

8 

37 

Juno  .... 

13 

13 

4 

3 

33 

J  iilv  .... 

8 

15 

1 

12 

36 

•August  .  . 

21 

10 

,  . 

1 1 

42 

Septemher 

16 

2<i 

10 

46 

October  . 

32 

21 

5 

14 

72 

November 

2'.* 

27 

1 1 

12 

79 

December 

24 

13 

•• 

■  ■ 

7 

53 

Total  for 
1906  . . 

1 

217 

11)8 

•• 

54 

1 

104 

545 

Total  for 
1905  .. 

100 

227 

102 

1 

84 

4 

117 

327 

962 

13 


TIi6  nunibsi  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  iiotilied.  in  Februaryj 
March,  May,  July,  September,  and  November  was  less  tlian  in 
the  corresponding  months  in  any  previous  year  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Notification  Act. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  was  brought 
into  force  within  the  Borough  on  May  1st,  1891.  Durino-  the  past 
eleven  years  the  notifications  have  been  as  follows  ° 


Disease. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1 

|1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Smallpox . 

Plague  . 

12 

3 

6 

2 

2 

71 

35 

101 

100 

1 

Cholera . 

Diphtheria . 

31 

35 

16 

28 

23 

30 

23 

78 

69 

102 

168 

MembranousCroup 

8 

3 

1 

5 

6 

5 

4 

5 

4 

1 

Erysipelas . 

111 

105 

133 

80 

80 

79 

98 

110 

99 

117 

104 

Scarlet  Fever . 

482 

638 

633 

609 

511 

1263 

834 

378 

278 

227 

217 

Typhus  Fever  .... 
Enteric  Fever  .... 

127 

78 

165 

175 

71 

115 

66 

58 

59 

84 

54 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

4 

9 

8 

4 

4 

5 

7 

(5 

3 

4 

1 

Continued  and  Re¬ 
lapsing  Fever  . . 
Chickenpox  . 

21 

14 

8 

2 

6 

2 

421 

619 

1 

411 

327 

Totals . 

796 

885 

970 

971' 

703  1499 

1524 

1289 

1025! 

962 

545 

The  Borough  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  almost  complete 
absence  of  Smallpox  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Puerperal  Fever  are  less  than  in  any  year  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  in  1891 
and  the  number  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fev^er  has  only  once  been  less 

—in  1892.  The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  has  considerably 
increased. 


Smallpox.— One  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified  on  May  3rd. 
The  patient  was  a  plate-layer  employed  by  the  North  Eastern 
Kailway  Co.  During  the  two  or  three  weeks  previous  to  the  notifi¬ 
cation  of  this  case,  there  had  been  a  number  of  cases  of  Smallpox 
m  the  neighbouring  districts,  but  it  was  not  found  possible  to 
trace  the  source  of  infection  to  any  of  these.  The  case  was  isolated 
at  the  Whiteleas  Hospital,  and  the  members  of  his  family  and 
forty  workmates  were  kept  under  observation.  No  further  spread 
took  plaee  The  patient,  a  man  aged  36  years,  had  been  vaccin¬ 
ated  in  infancy;  the  attack  was  very  mild,  and  he  was  only  in 
hospital' a  fortnight. 
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The  only  other  case  treated  in  VVhiteleas  Hospital  was  a  case 
belonging  to  the  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  admitted  on 
May  22nd,  and  treated  at  their  expense,  as  the  Port  Hospital 
was  undergoing  repair  at  the  time. 

During  the  year  the  Inspectors  paid  576  visits  to  Smallpox 
contacts. 

One  death  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  in  the  Registrar’s 
returns  a.scribed  to  Smallpox.  On  enquiry,  we  found  that  the 
deceased — a  seaman — had  suffered  from  Smallpox  four  years 
previously  in  another  district,  and  lus  death  was  due  to  a  disease 
secondary  to  the  Smallpox.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  have  not 
in  the  accompanying  Tables  put  this  death  down  to  Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  is  still  less  than  the  num¬ 
ber  in  the  previous  year.  217  cases  were  notified,  and  six  deaths 
occurred.  147  cases,  of  which  three  died,  were  admitted  to  Hos¬ 
pital.  In  general  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type.  The  attack-rate 
and  the  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  are  the  lowest  on 
record. 


The  distribution  of  the  disease  in  the  several  Wards,  and  during 
the  different  quarters  of  the  year,  is  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 


1 

WARDS. 

r 

1 

m  I 
rs  * 

'o  1 

IH  ' 

CO 

1 

c: 

2 

CO 

Holborn. 

Beacon. 

Bents. 

Westoe. 

Laygate. 

Rekendyke. 

Deans. 

O 

O 

Q 

<D 

H 

Totals. 

1st  Quarter . 

4 

1 

1 

6  • 

3 

9 

2 

4 

14 

5 

48 

2nd  . . 

1 

1 

1 

10 

3 

5 

2 

5 

7 

4 

39 

3rci  . 

7 

2 

13 

3 

1 

3 

3 

8 

5 

45 

4th  „  . 

2 

3 

18 

16 

12 

2 

9 

10 

13 

85 

Whole  Year  . 

14 

2 

C 

47 

25 

27 

9 

21 

39 

27 

217 

%  of  Cases  removed 
to  Hospital . 

71) 

50 

G7 

72 

60 

37 

67 

86 

72 

70 

67 

Mortality  %  of  Cases 

4.8 

2.6 

7.4 

2.8 

Scarlet  Fever  Attack-,  Death-,  and  Mortality-rates,  together 
with  the  percentage  of  cases  removed  to  the  Hospital  since  1892, 
with  average  at  foot  for  comparison 


Year. 

Population. 

Attack -rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Mortality 
Rate  %  of 
Cases. 

Percentage 
of  cases 
Removed 
to 

Hospital. 

1892 

80,530 

4.8 

.12 

2.5 

34 

1893 

82,284 

7.4 

.38 

5.2 

27 

1894 

84,077 

8.4 

.39 

4.6 

28 

1895 

85,910 

4.4 

.18 

4.1 

33 

1896 

87,785 

5.4 

.18 

3.3 

40 

1897 

89,699 

7.1 

.15 

2.2 

40 

1898 

91,656 

6.9 

.25 

3.6 

42 

1899 

93,657 

7.1 

.21 

3.0 

42 

1900 

95,703 

5.3 

.21 

4.1 

55 

1901 

97,800 

12.5 

.60 

4.7 

39 

1902 

103,330 

8.0 

.38 

4.7 

49 

1903 

105,325 

3.6 

.11 

3.2 

73 

1904 

107,334 

2.9 

.07 

2.9 

75 

1905 

109,360 

2.1 

.05 

2.6 

70 

Average 
of  years 
1892  to 

93,889 

6.1 

.23 

3.8 

43 

1905 

1906 

111,402 

1.9 

.05 

2.8 

67 

“Fever.” — Fifty-four  cases  were  notified  as  Typhoid  Fever, 
and  nine  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year.  With 
the  exception  of  the  year  (1892)  following  the  adoption  of  the 
Notification  Act,  the  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified 
this  year  is  the  lowest.  Three  of  these  cases  were  known  to  be 
secondary  to  cases  previously  ill,  three  contracted  their  illness 
outside  the  Borough,  and  in  six  instances  the  diagnosis  was  in¬ 
correct  or  doubtful.  The  “  fever  ”  attack-rate  was  0.48,  and  the 
death-rate  0.08  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Thirty-five  of  the 
notified  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  The  disease  occurred 
in  all  tlie  wards  of  the  town. 

No  case  of  Typhus,  Continued  or  Relapsing  Fevers  was  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — ^The  number  of  notified 
cases  of  this  disease  increased  last  year  to  168,  by  far  the  largest 
number  in  one  year  since  compulsory  notification  began,  corres¬ 
ponding  to  an  attack- rate  of  1.51  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Thirty  deaths  occurred  from  tliis  disease,  a  number  equivalent  to 
an  annual  death-rate  of  0.27  per  l,0t)0  of  the  population.  This 
rale  has  not  been  exceeded  since  1891. 


One  hundred  and  forty-nine  houses  were  infected,  and  the 
following  Table  shews  the  number  of  looms,  and  the  persons  under 
and  over  fifteen  years  of  age  in  these  houses  : — 


I 

2 

Rooji.'' 

3 

4 

5  and 
over. 

Totals. 

■ 

Nuinlier  of  Houses . 

2 

35 

34 

• 

38 

40 

149 

Persons  under  1 5  years  . . 

(i 

121 

08 

105 

1 05 

435 

Persons  over  15  vears.... 

4 

7»i 

102 

1 15 

140 

437 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  . 

0 

10 

0 

0 

2 

30 

The  large  number  of  persons  exposed  to  infection,  and  the  fact 
that  twenty-eight  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  houses  of  not  more 
than  four  rooms,  shows  the  urgent  need  of  hospitab  treatment 
for  this  disease.  It  is  almost  hopeless^ to  attempt  to  treat  a  severe 
case  of  Diphtheria  in  a  small  tenemented  house.  The  jiatient 
needs  skilled  uursing,  and  the  danger  to  the  others  in  the  house 
is  veiy  serious.  In  seventeen  instances,  a  second  inmate  of  the 
house  contracted  the  disease.  We  cannot  say  how  many  of  the 
one  hundied  and  forty-nine  primary  cases  were  due  to  defective 
isolation  somewhere  else. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Only  one  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  noti¬ 
fied,  and  only  one  death  occurred  from  this  disease  dining  the 
year. 

Erysipelas.  -^One  hundied  and  four  ca.ses  were  notified  ;  of  these 
seven  died.  One  other  death  from  this  disease  occurring  in  the 
Harton  Workhou.se  to  a  South  Shields  inmate  is  included  in  our 
returns. 

Cholera  and  Plague. — Xo  ca.ses  of  these  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Diarrhoea.  —The  number  of  deaths  in  the  comsecutive  months  of 
the  year  from  this  disease  among  children  twenty-four  months 
old  ami  under  were  3,  3,  1,  0,  0,  2,  7,  9,  -17,  18,  8,  and  3  respec¬ 
tively  ;  thus  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  September 
and  October.  This  disea.se  is  usually  most  prevalent  during  the 
third  (|uarter  of  the  year,  but  in  1906  it  was  with  us  rather  later 
than  usual.  The  circumstances  attending  the  deaths  in  these  101 
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cases  were  inquired  into  by  the  Health  Visitor,  and  the  conclusions 
to  be  drawn  are  of  the  same  nature  as  those  mentioned  in  the 
special  report  on  this  subject  in  the  previous  year.  The  ages  of 
the  children  were,  18  under  three  months,  21  three  to  six  months, 
24  six  to  nine  months,  11  nine  to  twelve  months,  and  27  from 
twelve  months  to  twenty-four  months.  The  deaths  occurred 
most  frequently  in  the  district  bounded  by  St.  Hilda’s  Colliery, 
tlie  two  railways,  and  Laygate  Lane,  but  a  large  number  were 
also  scattered  over  Rekendyke  and  Deans  Wards.  In  the  Eastern 
half  of  the  town,  the  deaths  were  much  less  frequent,  but  here, 
too,  most  of  them  were  in  the  poorer  districts.  By  the  courtesy 
of  some  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  town,  I  was  able  to 
learn  of  the  localities  in  which  non-fatal  cases  of  Diarrhoea  occurred 
during  the  Summer.  I  regret  that  the  information  obtained  in 
this  way,  though  of  value,  is  not  sufficiently  complete  for  publica¬ 
tion.  It  shewed,  however,  that  this  illness  was  wide-spread,  and 
by  no  means  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  in  which  the  deaths 
occurred. 

As  has  been  frequently  pointed  out,  this  disease  arises  from 
jiollution  of  food,  particularly  of  milk.  Breast  feeding  is  the  best 
preventive  measure  for  the  younger  children.  In  only  fourteen 
cases  had  the  child  been  solely  breast  fed,  and  in  forty  cases  the 
dangerous  long  tubed  bottle  had  been  used.  The  tubes  of  these 
bottles  are  not  kept  clean,  and  in  warm  weather  every  meal  of  the 
child  is  polluted.  Bottles  of  proper  shape  can  be  obtained  in  the 
town  for  a  few  pence,  and  those  interested  in  this  subject  should 
use  their  influence  to  bring  about  their  general  adoption.  The 
extra  trouble  caused  in  using  them  is  of  httle  importance  compared 
with  the  lessened  risk  to  the  child. 

\ 

When  the  child  cannot  be  breast  fed,  it  is  of  the  liighest  impor¬ 
tance  that  the  milk  used  should  be  pure  and  clean.  Dirty  houses 
and  dirty  yards  make  this  difficult.  A  frequent  cause  of  dirty 
yards  is  the  divided  responsibihty  due  to  many  tenants  having  a 
yard  in  common.  In  1906,  three-quarters  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  yards  shared  by  several  tenants.  In  35  cases  there  were  two 
tenants,  in  6  six  tenants,  in  17  four  tenants,  in  4  cases  four  tenants, 
in  3  six,  and  there  was  one  case  of  eight  tenants,  and  another  of 
ten  tenants  to  the  yard.  Of  the  25  single  yards,  22  were  reported 
as  clean  or  satisfactory,  of  the  35  double  yards  only  21  were  so 
reported,  while  of  32  yards,  each  containing  three  or  more  tenants, 
only  11  were  clean  or  satisfactory.  The  present  system  of  privies 
in  the  town  affords  a  constant  source  of  pollution,  the  back  streets 
near  the  hatches  are  fouled,  and  in  the  warm  weather  flies  and 
tlie  wind  carry  infection  to  the  food  in  the  houses. 
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In  the  100  families  in  which  tliese  deaths  occyned,  there  are  or 
have  been  336  children,  of  whom  116  are  now  dead  from  Diarrlioea, 
and  70  from  otlier  diseases.  In  19  of  tliese  familie.s,  there  had  been 
no  other  children,  and  inexperience  on  the  part  of  the  mothers 
may  have  played  its  part  in  cutting  short  these  lives.  In  45  cases 
the.se  deaths  are  the  only  deaths  among  the  children  of  the  families, 
in  22  families  two  children  have  died  in  each,  in  12  three,  in  5  four, 
5,  6,  and  9  in  one  family  each,  and  in  3  families  .seven  children  have 
died.  Where  these  larger  numbers  of  deaths  have  occurred,  some 
family  failing  or  weakness  may  be  suspected.  In  nine  ca.ses  one 
previous  death  had  occurred  from  Diarrhoea,  in  one  case  three 
children  of  a  family  of  six  had  died  of  Diarrlima,  and  in  another 
case  six  children  out  of  seven.  In  this  la.st  case,  all  the  children 
were  hand  fed.  This  long  list  of  dead  children  sfiews  the  amount 
of  work  remaining  to  be  done  in  this  matter.  The  remedies  arc 
known,  and  much  can  be  done  at  present  and  more  in  t!ie  futare. 

This  disease  is  fatal  almost  entirely  among  the  poorei'  classes  of 
the  community.  In  South  Shields,  the  deaths  arc  not  due  to  the 
industrial  occupation  of  the  mothers,  as  such  occupation  is  rare. 
They  are  due  partly  to  delay  in  sending  for  medical  advice,  an.l 
to  the*  incomplete  carrying  out  of  sinpile  instructions  afterwards, 
but  the  root  of  the  evil  is  uncleanliness.  A  more  cleanly  and 
more  efficient  system  of  excrement  and  rcfu.se  lemoval,  the 
encouragement  of  breastfeeding  of  infants,  and  scrupulous  caie 
in  keeping  clean  and  free  from  dirt  and  dust,  everything,  especi¬ 
ally  milk,  that  may  enter  the  baby’s  mouth,  and  the  alwlition 
of  the  ‘‘  dumb  teat,”  will  go  far  to  save  the.se  lives,  but  the  most 
important  object  to  attain  is  the  awakening  of  the  mothers  and 
fathers  to  the  knowledge  that  the.se  children  need  not  die,  and 
that  thvy  can  .save  them. 

Measles.  -In  his  well-known  report  to  the  Local  Government 
Hoard  in  1895,  on  .Measles  in  England  and  Wales.  Dr.  Theodore 
Thomson  remarks  with  regard  to  the  .statistics  at  his  disposal 
that  ■■  thej'  have  reference  less  to  school  closure  as  a  means  of 
leducing  incidence  of  .Measles  upon  children  attending  the  par¬ 
ticular  school  or  schools  clo.sed  than  to  school  closure  as  a  measure 
whereby  spread  of  the  disease  throughout  the  invaded  district 
may  be  prevented  or  materially  lessened.  .Accordingly  these 
statistics  take  account  not  of  the  relative  incidence  before  and 
after  school  closure  of  Measles  u])on  children  attending  the  par¬ 
ticular  .schools  closed,  but  only  of  the  known  amount  of  this  disease 
in  the  whole  of  the  invaded  neighbourhood  before  and  after  the 
adoption  of  this  measure.” 
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During  the  hist  quarter  of  1906,  an  outbreak  of  Measles  of 
■exceptional  virulence  occurred  in  the  Borough,  similar  to  serious 
outbreaks  in  1891,  1896,  and  1902,  at  approximately  five-yearly 
intervals,  the  death-rate  in  eacli  year  exceeding  90  per  100,000. 
In  the  outbreak  this  year  I  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  statistics 
of  the  kind  wliicli  Dr.  Thomson  did  not  obtain,  and  the  results  are 
of  interest. 

The  difficulty  in  dealing  with  an  outbreak  of  ^Measles  among 
school  children  arises  from  the  character  of  the  disease,  which 
may  re.semble  and  be  mistaken  for  an  ordinary  cold  for  four  days 
before  the  rash  appears.  During  this  period  the  patient  is  Ifighly 
infectious.  The  incubation  period  may  last  ten  days  or  a  fort¬ 
night,  or  even  longer.  To  test  the  efficacy  of  school  closure  during 
this  Autumn,  I  obtained  from  the  teachers  a  few  days  after  the 
I'e-opening  of  the  schools  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  children 
then  said  to  be  absent  on  account  of  ileasles  who  were  not  known 
to  have  had  the  disease  when  the  scliools  were  first  closed.  As  the 
schools  were  closed  for  three  weeks  at  least,  and  the  information 
wiis  obtained  from  the  mothers  or  relatives  during  the  following 
week  it  is  evident  that  the  statement  as  to  the  date  of  the  taking 
ill  of  the  children  would  be  less  trustworthy  the  earlier  the  date  of 
taking  ill  occurred,  so  that  the  later  the  date  of  the  onset  the  more 
accurate  will  be  the  corresponding  entry  in  the  Table  on  page  22. 

A  history  of  the  beginning  of  the  outbreak  is  of  interest.  During 
tlie  first  six  months  of  1906,  only  four  deaths  occurred  in  South 
Sliields  from  Measles  ;  in  the  third  quarter  there  were  18  ;  and  in 
tlie  last  (juarter  87.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  German 
iNleasles  was  very  wide-spread  in  the  town,  but  it  had  disappeared 
before  iNIeasles  became  prevalent.  The  serious  outbreak  began  in 
one  of  the  schools  at  the  Xorthern  end  of  the  town.  A  boy  who 
had  been  excluded  from  school  earlier  in  the  year  for  a  rash,  pro¬ 
bably  that  of  German  Mea.sles,  showed  a  second  rash  in  June. 
The  "teacher,  thinking  he  had  had  Measles  earlier  in  the  year,  did 
not  send  him  home.  From  this  patient  thirty  cases  occurred  in 
tlie  school,  nineteen  or  twenty  being  in  one  class.  This  class  was 
closed  on  July  6th,  and  was  not  re-opened  until  the  end  of  the 
Summer  Holidays  on  August  2Uth.  On  re-opening,  six  cases  were 
notified  to  me  in  the  following  week.  From  my  later  experience 
with  other  schools,  I  think  it  probable  that  these  cases  were  infected 
before  school  closure.  One  case  was  notified  in  September,  and 
oilv  two  in  October,  but  in  November  an  outbreak  occurred  in 
c  mseiiuence  of  which  three  classes  were  closed  on  December  6th, 
this  being  the  last  school  closed  during  the  epidemic.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  see  that  while  there  was  a  large  number  of  susceptible  children 


still  at  school  and  Measles  was  wide-sinead  in  the  town,  for  the  three 
months  following  the  closure  after  a  first  serious  outbreak  the  school 
was  almost  free  from  the  disease.  The  susceptibility  of  the  children 
is  shown  by  the  occurrence  of  the  second  outbreak  in  November. 

The  next  school  to  be  affected  was  East  Jarrow.  This  is  a 
mixed  school,  and  Standard  I.  and  the  Infants’  Class  were  closed 
on  September  13th.  During  the  closure  four  cases  were  reported 
among  the  scholars  still  attending,  but  as  so  few  of  the  elder 
scholars  are  susceptible  and  the  younger  ones  among  whom  the 
disease  was  prevalent  were  now  absent.  Measles  died  out,  and  no 
further  cases  have  been  reported  since  tlie  Classes  were  reopened. 


In  consetpience  of  the  spread  of  the  disease,  the  following  Schools 
were  closed  : — 


School. 

Classes  Closed. 

Date  of  Closing. 

Baring  Street  Infants’ .  . 

East  Jarrow  Mixed  .... 
Gilbert  Street  Infants’.. 

St.  Bede’s  Infants’ . 

Mortimer  Road  Infants’. 
Westoo  Road  Infants’  . . 

St.  Stephen’s  Infants’  . . 

Laygate  Lane  Infants’ . . 

Holy  Trinity  Infants’  .  . 
Stanhope  Road  Infants’ . 

St.  Hilda’s  Infants’  .... 

Barnes  Infants’  . 

Cone  Street  Infants’  .  . . 

( Class  7 . 

(Classes  6,  7,  and  8 . 

Std.  1  and  Infant  Class. 

(Class  5 . 

I  Remainder . 

f  Classes  5,  6,  and  7 . 

\  Remainder . 

All . 

All . 

( Class  3 . 

1  Remainder . 

( Classes  8a  and  8b . 

\  Remainder . 

All . 

Classes  8,  9,  10.  and  1 1 . 

(Class  4 . 

I  Remainder . 

/ Classes  2,  3,  4,  and  6. .  . . 

V  Remainder . 

( Classes  2.  5,  and  (i  .... 
(Remainder . 

July  6th. 
December  Gth. 
September  13th 
October  4th. 

,,  10th. 

,,  4th. 

„  17th. 

„  10th. 

„  12th. 

„  12th. 

„  17th. 

„  23rd. 

Xovember  3rd. 

„  13th. 

„  13th. 

„  13th. 

„  20th. 

„  22nd. 

„  24tli. 

„  23rd. 

„  29th. 

On  the  re-opening  of  Gilbert  Street  School  the  Headmistress 
notified  to  me  a  large  number  of  newly  reported  cases  of  Measles, 
and  in  order  to  see  how  many  of  these  had  been  infected  before 
the  school  was  closed,  I  had  enquiries  made  at  the  houses  of  all 
these  pupils.  The  result  was  surprising  ;  only  two  out  of  thirty- 
four  had  taken  ill  during  the  last  week  of  the  school  closure.  As 
I  mentioned  above,  the  accuracy  of  the  more  recent  dates  is  greater 
than  that  of  the  earlier  ones,  so  that  we  may  be  fairly  confident 
as  to  this  result. 
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The  character  of  the  result  obtained  lead  me  to  make  similar 
■enquiries  in  connection  with  six  other  schools.  The  above  Table 
shows  the  times  at  which  the  various  schools  were  closed,  and  it 
is  indeed  very  remarkable  that  the  first  school  closed  on  July  6th 
was  not  closed  again  for  five  months,  during  the  period  most 
of  the  other  schools  in  the  town  were  seriously  affected. 


The  Table  below  shews  the  number  of  children  at  each  school 
said  to  have  taken  ill  on  each  day  from  ten  days  befoie  school 
closure  to  five  days  after  re-opening.  The  Table  may  be  summar¬ 
ized  by  saying  that  in  36  cases  the  illness  was  said  to  have  begun 
before  the  school  closed  ;  in  68  cases  in  the  first  week  of  school 
-closure  ;  in  29  cases  in  the  second  week  of  closure  ;  in  6  cases  in 
the  third  week  ;  and  in  6  cases  subsequent  to  the  re-opening. 
Considering  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease,  we  cannot  fail 
to  conclude  that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  these  children 
contracted  Measles  at  school.  The  very  small  proportion  of  these 
■cases  occurring  in  the  third  week  of  school  closure  or  after  school 
re-opening  shows,  as  might  be  expected,  that  the  meeting  of  child¬ 
ren  a  few  at  a  time  in  their  homes  is  almost  negligible  as  a  source 
of  disease,  compared  with  the  intimate  association  with  far  larger 
numbers  in  school.  Since  obtaining  the  above  information  I  have 
enquired  into  all  new  cases  reported  as  Measles  from  these  schools, 
with  the  result  that  I  had  only  learnt  by  December  18th  of  eight 
cases  that  have  broken  out  subsequently. 
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I  may  mention  that  the  seven  schoqls,  of  the  tliirteen  involved^ 
vliere  the  eiuiniries  were  made  were  selected  (jiiite  at  random, 
and  tlie  emjuiries  were  not  made  at  tlie  remaining  six  for  reasons 
which  have  no  hearing  on  the  final  result. 


Tlie  conclusion  to  which  this  leads  me  is  that  last  year  in  South 
Shields,  school  closure  did  exert  a  real  influence  in  checking  the 
furthei'  spread  of  Measles,  and  in  consequence  of  a  report  embody¬ 
ing  tile  substance  of  the  information  here  given  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  recommended  that  in  the  future  schools  should  be  closed 
on  account  of  Measles  earlier  than  had  been  the  practice  previously. 

As  to  the  practice  with  regard  to  School  Closure  on  account  of 
Measles  in  other  large  towns,  I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  Aston  Manor,  who,  some  time  ago,  obtained  returns 
from  the  104  large  towns  of  the  Country  (including  29  Metropolitan 
Boroughs).  In  fiv'^e  of  these  towns  the  matter  is  left  to  the  Medical 
Officer  (Education)  of  the  London  County  Council.  The  parti¬ 
culars  below  apply  to  the  remaining  99  towns. 

Eighty-nine  towns  close  schools  or  departments  in  outbreaks  of 
Measles ;  six  do  not ;  no  replies  were  received  from  four. 

The  closures  are  made  in  fifty-two  towns  through  the  Sanitary 
Authority  on  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  in 
South  Shields  ;  in  twenty-eight  towns  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ;  and  in  twelve,  either  in  one  way  or 
the  other. 

The  Elementary  School  Code  allows  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of 
Education  against  schools  closed  in  this  way.  Such  appeals  hav^e 
been  made  in  only  two  of  the  towns  in  question,  but  in  both  cases 
the  Board  of  Education  upheld  the  closure. 

4 

During  an  outbreak  the  affected  departments  alone  are  closed 
in  eighty-four  towns  ;  in  five  the  whole  school  is  closed.  In  eight 
towns  Infants’  Departments  other  than  the  one  affected  are.  closed 
at  the  same  time  ;  in  eighty-one  only  the  affected  Department.  In 
nearly  one-quarter  of  the  towns  the  schools  were  closed  for  more 
than  three  weeks,  and  in  more  than  one-half  for  three  w'eeks  only. 

Though  I  believe  that  by  early  school  closing  something  may 
be  achieved,  I  am  fully  aware  that  to  get  rid  of  the  appalling  loss 
of  life  now  due  to  Measles,  work  must  be  directed  to  raising  the 
parents  to  a  higher  state  of  cleanliness  and  intelligence  and  a 
lietter  appreciation  of  their  duties  to  their  children. 

Whooping  Cough  caused  39  deaths  ;  9  under  one  year,  2G  from 
one  to  five,  and  4  over  five.  Thirty  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
the  second  half  of  the  year.  At  no  time  was  the  disease  so  pre¬ 
valent  in  any  district  as  to  make  school  closure  necessar}'. 
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Tuberculosis. — There  were  242  deaths  from  this  disease  during 


1906,  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Tuberculous  Phthisis) .  124 

“  Phthisis  ”  (not  otherwise  defined)  .  42 

Tuberculous  Meningitis .  36 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  .  16 

“  Tabes  Mesenterica  ” .  9 

Tubercle  of  other  organs .  6 

General  Tuberculosis .  7 


The  death-rate  from  Tuberculous  diseases,  2.17  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  is  considerably  higher  than  1.74,  the  corresponding 
rate  for  hxst  year,  but  is  a  little  better  than  the  average  for  the 
five  years  1901-5.  Seventy-four  bundles  of  bedding  and  twenty- 
seven  rooms  were  disinfected  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  after  Heaths  from  Tuberculosis.  Sunlight,  fresh  air,  and 
cleanliness  are  the  best  means  by  which  this  disease  can  be  pre¬ 
vented.  The  seeds  of  the  disease  are  spread  by  indiscriminate 
spitting  in  houses,  and  public  places,  especially  where  the  sunlight 
cannot  exert  its  purifying  influence.  Another  cause  is  over¬ 
crowding.  A  minimum  size  for  bedrooms  should  be  insisted  on 
in  all  new  buildings.  Enquiries  were  recently  made  in  the  case  of 
thirty  new  houses  in  which  small  bedrooms  had  been  constructed, 
in  some  cases  with  a  capacity  of  no  more  tlian  555  cubic  feet. 
Seven  of  the  thirty  rooms  in  question  were  overcrowded  even 
according  to  the  Common  Lodging  House  standard,  which  is  a 
very  low  one.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  Common  Lodging 
Houses  the  windows  are  left  open  for  four  hours  per  diem,  a  liealthy 
practice  rarely  if  ever  followed  in  tenement  proi)erty. 

Tliougli  trustworthy  information  may  be  obtained  occasionally 
with  reference  to  the  number  of  persons  sleei)ing  in  these  small 
rooms,  it  would  be  impossible  with  our  present  powers  to  obtain 
tlie  systematic  inspection  and  information  needed  to  prevent  over¬ 
crowding  in  them.  I  agree  with  the  conclusions  that  the  Borough 
Survevor  (Mr.  S.  E.  Burgess)  states  in  the  following  report 
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County  Borough  of  South  Shields. 

Borough  Engineer’s  Office. 

To  THE  Town  Iaipeovement  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

Building  Byelaws,  Minimum  Size  of  Living 
AND  Sleeping  Rooms. 

The  letter,  dated  1st  December,  1906,  from  the 
Levenshulme  Urban  District  Council,  and  which  was 
referred  to  me  at  your  last  meeting,  asks  your  Committee 
to  consider  the  matter  of  requesting  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  consider  the  necessity  for  a  Building  Byelaw  to 
provide  for  a  minimum  size  in  the  superficial  area  of 
living  rooms  and  bedrooms  for  cottage  property,  arid 
they  ask  for  the  support  of  every  Local  Authority  in 
this  direction. 

At  the  present  time  the  Building  Byelaws  provide  (1) 
for  the  height  of  rooms  and  (2)  the  air  space  about 
buildings,  but  do  not  provide  for  a  minimum  size  for 
living  and  bedrooms. 


Under  various  Acts  and  Regulations,  power  is  given 
for  regulating  and  prov^iding  a  minimum  number  of 
cubical  feet  of  air  space  for  Cow  Sheds,  with  a  require¬ 
ment  of  800  cubic  feet  per  cow.  In  the  case  of  Houses 
let-in-Lodgings,  400  cubic  feet  is  required  per  person,  in 
the  case  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  300  cubic  feet  is 
required  per  person,  and  in  the  case  of  ('anal  Boats,  90 
cubic  feet  is  required  per  person. 

It  would  be  well,  therefore,  that  your  Committee  were 
to  give  consideration  to  the  minimum  requirement  for  the 
cubical  capacity  of  bedrooms.  In  the  case  of  South 
Shields,  I  have  continually  drawn  your  attention  to  the 
small  cubical  capacity  of  bedrooms  in  tenemented 
property  for  which  plans  have  at  various  times  been 
approved  by  your  Committee.  The  following  may  be 
mentioned  as  examples,  viz.  ; — 


Stanhojie  Road,  opposite  West  Park  Hotel,  six  self- 
contained  houses,  small  bedrooms  over  passage, 
11'  0"  X  7'  0"  X  9'  0" — cul)ical  capacitj',  693  cubic 
feet. 

Tenemented  property,  W'estcott  Road,  small  bedrooms’ 
ground  floor,  11'  0"  x  S'  0"  x  9'  0" — 792  cubic 
feet.  First  floor.  9'  6"  x  8'  0"  x  9'  0"— 684  cubic 
feet. 

Nineteen  tenemented  bouses,  Lvtton  Street,  small  bed¬ 
rooms  over  passage,  each  9'  6"  x  6'  6"  x  9'  0" — 555 
cubic  feet. 

Tenemented  bouses  Revesby  Street,  small  bedrooms 
over  entrance,  10'  0"  x  7'  9"  x  9'  0" — 697  cubic 
Sect. 

Tenemented  bouses  Candlisb  Street,  small  bedrooms 
over  passage,  8'  9"  x  8'  0"  x  9'  0" — 630  cubic 
feet. 

From  the  dimensions  and  sizes  of  these  bedrooms,  you 
will  see  that  only  one  adult  sliould  be  permitted  to 
occupy,  wlieieas,  no  doubt,  if  the  Sanitary  Department 
were  to  inspect,  it  would  be  found  that  these  rooms 
were  much  overcrowded. 


In  Gla.sgow  there  is  a  system  of  special  inspection  of 
bouses  of  three  rooms  and  under  containing,  in  the 
three  rooms,  less  tlian  2.0tKI  cul)ic  feet.  These  houses 
are  measured  by  the  Sanitary  Dej)artment  and  metal 
tickets  fixed  on  the  dooi-s  of  the  respective  rooms.  The 
ticket  .shews  the  total  cubical  contents  and  the  legal 
number  of  inmates,  at  the  rate  of  400  cubic  feet  per  adult 
or  child  over  ten  years.  Night  inspection  is  maintained 
in  order  to  avoid  overcrowding.  There  are  20,000 
such  houses  in  Glasgow. 

In  my  opinion,  the  minimum  capacity  of  a  bedroom 
should  be  l.(MM>  cubic  feet,  and  under  the  Byelaws  now  in 
force  in  South  Shields,  i.e.,  the  height  of  nine  feet,  this 
would  provide  a  capacity  of  say  11'  O"  x  10'  0"  x  9'  0" 
— 990  cubic  feet,  or  say  1,<K>0  cubic  feet. 
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It  is  requested  that  the  views  of  your  Committee 
should  be  communicated  to  the  senders  of  the  circular 
letter,  so  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  inducing  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  move  in  the  matter.  If  your 
Committee  agree  to  the  suggestion  I  now  make,  you 
will,  no  doubt,  communicate  to  this  effect. 


S.  E.  BURGESS, 

Borough  Surveyor. 


Bacteriological  Laboratory. — One  hundred  and  nine  specimens 
were  examined  during  the  year,  including  77  for  Diphtheria  and 
28  for  Typhoid  Fever. 
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XEbc  ffiorouob  1l3ospital8 

FOR 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

- o - 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to 
andjdischarged  from  the  Denes  Hospital  during  1906  ; — 


m 

Disease. 

O  ‘ft 
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_CCi 
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(So 
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during  1906. 

Total  Number 
Treated. 

V 

V. 

er 

S 

Died. 

Remaining  in  on 
Dec.  31st  1006. 

Mortality  per  cent. 

of  total  number 

Discharged  and 

Died. 

Average  Number 

of  Patients  in 

Hospital  daily. 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

147 

167 

145 

3 

19 

2.0 

15.6 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

35 

38 

24 

7 

7 

22.6 

2.8 

Suspects  .... 

1 

5 

6 

;> 

1 

16.6 

0.3 

Totals  .... 

24 

187 

211 

174 

11 

26 

5.9 

18.7 

Excluding  the  fatal  cases,  the  average  duration  of  stay  in  the 
Hospital  of  Scarlet  Fever  patients  was  42.2  days  ;  of  Enteric  Fever 
])atients,  35.6  days  ;  and  of  “  suspects  ”  25.7  days. 

The  fatal  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  in  the  Hospital  2,  9,  and 
13  days  respectively.  Of  the  seven  deaths  of  patients  admitted 
for  Typhoid  Fever,  two  were  finally  diagnosed  as  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  and  one  as  Tuberculous  Meningitis.  The  duration 
of  stay  in  the  Hospital  of  these  seven  fatal  cases  was  2,  6,  9,  9,  9, 
10  and  11  days  respectively.  One  patient  admitted  on  suspicion 
of  Epidemic  Pneumonia  died  after  seven  days. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  any  member  of  the 
Hospital  staff. 

The  total  number  of  ca.ses  admitted  to  the  Uenes  Hospital 
during  1906  is  less  than  in  any  \’ear  since  1892. 
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The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Smallpox 
treated  in  the  \\'HITELEAS  HOSPITAL  since  the  opening  in 
1S03 


Disea-se. 

189:il8!»4  1895 

1896 

1897 

1808 

1899 

1 

1900|1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Smallpox  . 

51  j  14  ^  22 

1 

12 

3 

9 

3 

2 

71 

87 

103 

101 

2 

Of  the  two  cases  admitted  during  1900,  one  only  belonjfed  to 
South  Shields  ;  the  other — a  case  from  a  ship  in  the  Tyne — was 
treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  as 
their  hospital  was  undergoing  repair. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


TABLE  I.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  durina  1906,  of  Persons  belonginf;  to  Soutli  Shields,  arranged 

according  to  the  Classification  of  the  Registrar-General. 
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ACCORDING  TO  AGES,  DISEASES,  AND  THE  MONTHS  IN  WHICH  THE  DEATHS  OCCURRED. 
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TABLK  IV.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS 
DURING  1908  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

fl..G.B.  TABLE  I.) 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

i 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1806 

87,784 

3,140 

35.7 

521 

165 

1,526 

17.3 

33 

4 

102 

1,624 

18.5 

1897 

89,699 

3,227 

35.9 

499 

1.54 

1,477 

16.4 

39 

6 

81 

1,552 

17.2 

1898 

91,656 

3,395 

37.0 

618 

182 

1.842 

20.0 

60 

11 

146 

1,977 

21.5 

1899 

93,657 

3,371 

.36.0 

593 

175 

1.829 

19.5 

75 

20 

108 

1.917 

20.7 

1900 

95,703 

3,482 

36.3 

560 

160 

1,917 

20.0 

83 

23 

160 

2.054 

21.4 

1901 

97,800 

3,607 

36.8 

613 

169 

1.865 

19.0 

90 

8 

163 

2,020 

20.6 

1902 

103,330 

3,759 

36.4 

563 

149 

1,862 

18.0 

90 

16 

165 

2,01 1 

19.4 

1903 

105,325 

3,635 

34.5 

479 

132 

1,669 

1.5.8 

74 

29 

165 

1.805 

17.1 

1904 

107,334 

3,705 

34.5 

522 

141 

1,773 

16.5 

71 

1 

176 

1,948 

18.1 

1905 

109,3(50 

3,501 

32.0 

500 

143 

1,607 

14.7 

88 

3 

171 

1,775 

16  2 

Averages 
for  years 
1896-1905. 

98,l'(«5 

3,482 

! 

35.5 

.547 

157 

1,737 

17.7 

144 

1.868 

19.1 

1 

1 

1 

1906 

111,402 

3.531 

31.7 

513 

j  145 

1,768 

15.9 

j  96 

6 

231 

1 ,993 

17.9 

♦  Rates  in  Colunuis  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  pel'  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


f  For  lists  of  Institutions,  see  page  7. 

Note. — The  ileaths  included  in  column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of 
those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the 
Borough.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column 
7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the 
addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “  Non-Residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the 
Borough  on  account  of  sickness  or  intirmity  and  dying  in  public  institutions 
there,  and  by  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  l>een 
taken  out  of  the  Borough  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  ilied 
in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “  Public  Institutions  ”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Table  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually  received  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hos]>itals,  workhouses,  and  lunatic  asylums. 

Area  of  Borough  in  Total  population  at  all  ages . 100.858  I  At 

acres  (exclusive  of  Number  of  inhabited  houses .  12.405  Census 

area  covered  by  A\erage  No.  of  persons  per  house.  8.1  j  of 

water)  . 2344  Do.  do.  tenement.  4.6;  IDOR 
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TABLE  VI.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  SOUTH  SHIELDS, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  190G. 

DeaUis  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 

(L.  G  B.  Table  V.) 


t'Afsi;  OF  Death. 

Under  1  Week.  | 

1-2  Weeks.  1 

1  2-3  Weeks.  I 

K 

0) 

C/ 

X 

1  Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-2  Months.  1 

0 

T 

s  1 

» 

5% 

1 

£ 

S 

0 

1 

u-S 

6-7  .Months.  1 

1  7-8  •Months.  | 

S 

73 

0 

S 

a 

1 

QO 

9-10  MontlLS.  1 

1  10-11  Mouths.  1 

9 

x: 

e 

Ci 

1 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  Causes — 

Certified . 

83 

25 

27 

16 

151 

52 

29 

30 

32 

31 

32 

25 

30 

24 

21 

28 

485 

Uncertified  . 

19 

1 

3 

23 

7 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

44 

Common  Infectious  Diseases — 

Smallpox  . 

Chicken  pox  . 

■■ 

■■ 

Mea.«les . 

1 

I 

3 

3 

4 

3 

8 

9.9. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Diphtheria  :  Croup . 

.. 

•• 

Whooping  Cough . 

•> 

3 

0 

.. 

1 

1 

9 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases — 

Diarrhica.  all  forms  . 

1 

1 

3 

8 

5 

0 

9 

7 

8 

1 

4 

G 

74 

Enteritis,  .Muco-enteritis, 

Oastro-enteritis . 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

•> 

1 

14 

Oastriti.s,  (lastro-intestinal 

•  ' 

Catarrh  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Wasting  Diseases — 

40 

8 

f 

a 

57 

4 

61 

8 

4 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17 

1 

1 

•> 

2 

■■ 

1 

1 

2 

Atropiiy,  Debility,  Marasmus  . . 

31 

8 

9 

6 

54 

19 

13 

8 

4 

8 

7 

3 

5 

1 

1 

i 

124 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 

TuberculoiiB  Mcninpitis  . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

. 

1 

9 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  ;  Tabes 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

7 

1 

1 

Other  Causes — 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•> 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.. 

•> 

1 

3 

2 

9 

Convulsions . 

19 

4 

3 

3 

29 

9 

3 

3 

0 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

63 

1 

1 

•> 

] 

S 

£ 

•> 

2 

4 

a 

5 

1 

1 

35 

1 

1.. 

1 

•) 

*> 

6 

1 

1 

! 

4 

4 

4 

4 

31 

1 

1 

o 

0 

1  0 

6 

Other  Causes  . . 

1 

1 

1 

j  f 

5 

3 

1 

1  3 

1 

1  ^ 
r 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

4 

28 

Totals . 

102 

25 

'28  19 

174 

•59 

'31 

'33'34  33 

33'25  31I25  22  29 

'  529 

Births  in  tlie  year — locitimate  3,413.  Deatlis  in  the  year  of — leRitimate  Infants  493. 

illepitim.ate  118.  illegitimate  infants  36. 

Heaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  1,993. 

I’opulation  estimated  to  middle  of  1906,  111,402. 
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TABLE  VII.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  SOUTH  SHIELDS, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  allocated  to  the  various  Wards. 


Warps. 

(UrsK  OF  Death. 

Shields. 

St.Hilda. 

Holborn. 

Beacon. 

Bents. 

Westoe.  1 

Laygate. 

Rcken- 

dyke. 

Deans. 

Tyne 

Dock. 

Total 

Deathi 

All  Causes — 

50 

485 

C‘ertified . 

30 

25 

28 

45 

40 

43 

72 

60 

83 

Uncertified  . 

3 

3 

7 

3 

2 

7 

6 

5 

6 

2 

44 

Common  Inlectlons  Diseases — 

Smallpox . 

C'hickenpox  . 

2 

i 

'i 

*  *  • 

Measles . 

2 

i 

i 

6 

5 

3 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

•> 

2 

9 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases — 

17 

12 

9 

74 

Diarrhcea,  all  forms  . 

2 

2 

6 

7 

3 

11 

0 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 

2 

2 

1 

14 

fJastro-enteritis . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Gastritis,  Gastro-ir.testinal 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Wasting  Diseases — 

6 

6 

14 

10 

61 

Premature  Birth  . 

7 

1 

2 

5 

6 

4 

Congenital  Defects  . 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

17 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

1 

1 

- 

Want  of  Breast-milk, 

1 

starvation . 

1 

24 

13 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus.  . 

8 

is 

7 

9 

7 

10 

IV 

lb 

124 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

2 

1 

2 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  ;  Tabes 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

1 

1 

Other  Causes — 

1 

1 

Erysipelas . 

Syphilis  . 

3 

i 

- 

i 

8 

Rickets  . 

’3 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)... 

i 

2 

1 

2 

9 

Convulsions . 

2 

:'i 

<) 

4 

4 

9 

ii 

i 

10 

4 

63 

Bronchitis . 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

5 

a 

7 

3 

35 

Laryngitis . 

3 

'31 

Pneumonia  . 

3 

i 

:i 

5 

3 

3 

4 

4 

S\iffocation,  overlying . 

4 

1 

3 

'3 

6 

Other  Causes  . 

1 

3 

i 

5 

3 

5 

28 

Total  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  . 

42 

1  28 

35 

48 

1 

50 

78 

Go 

89 

52 

529 

Total  deaths  at  all  ages . 

216 

jl22 

160 

192 

180 

il98 

1 

231 

•>07 

r 

257 

1 

194 

1977 

Kx^'luding  l(i  (r(;sidcncc  unknown). 


TABLE  VIll.— CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL  IN  SOUTH 
SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1900,  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  WARD  AND  AGE. 

(L.G.B.  TABLE  III.) 
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The  highest  temperature  registered  during  the  year  was  90.0®  Fahr.,  on  September  1st,  and  the  lowest  temperature  19.0°  Fahr.j 
on  March  13th- 14th.  The  greatest  raluIaU  during_any__24  hours  was  2.20  inches  on  May  IDtU- 
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Qenercil  SaniUry  Work. 


Public  Health  Acts.  —During  the  year,  preliminary  notices 
were  served  on  occupiers  or  owners  respecting  2,116  nuisances. 
It  was  necessary,  on  instructions  from  the  Council,  to  serve 
statutory  notices  for  280  nuisances  which  had  not  been  abated 
after  receipt  of  the  preliminary  notices.  In  four  cases  where 
nuisances  had  not  been  abated  after  the  statutory  notices,  sum¬ 
monses  were  issued,  but  in  two  instances  the  work  was  carried  out 
before  the  cases  came  into  court. 


In  the  two  cases  that  came  into  court,  verdicts  were  obtained 
in  favour  of  the  Corporation.  In  the  first  case,  a  privy  receptacle 
under  an  inhabited  room  and  with  a  hatchway  opening  on  to  a  front 
street,  caused  a  nuisance  by  giving  rise  to  smells  in  the  room  above 
and  by  polluting  the  pavement ;  the  Health  Committee  required 
the  abating  of  the  nuisance,  and  asked  that  a  water  closet  be 
substituted  for  the  receptacle.  The  magistrates  required  the 
owner  to  abate  the  nuisance,  but  specified  no  particular  remedy. 
In  the  second  case  the  magistrates  gave  a  decision  that  an  offensive 
“  Fowler  ”  slop  water  closet  should  be  replaced  by  a  pedestal  wash¬ 
down  water  closet. 


It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  so  much  work  was  done 
during  the  year  by  persuasion,  so  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  go 
into  court  on  two  occasions. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. — Representations 
under  Section  30  of  the  Act  of  1890,  were  made  to  the  Health 
Committee  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  the  properties 
mentioned  below  were  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  every 
instance  the  Committee  visited  and  decided  to  take  action.  With 
respect  to  17  to  35  Military  Road,  the  Health  Committee  inspected 
the  premises  and  resolved  “  That  the  Borough  Surveyor's  atten¬ 
tion  be  directed  to  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  property.” 


48 


Situation. 

Xuniber  of 
Rooms. 

Number  of 
Occupied 
Tenements. 

Date  of 
M.O.H.s 
Repre.sen- 
tation. 

Date  at 
Court. 

Remarks. 

13  to  17  Windmill  Hill. 

1 

Mav  22iul 

Nov.  15th 

Closing  order  made. 

l!t  Windmill  Hill . 

3 

3 

»» 

Notice  served  under  H.\V.C..\., 
1800,  to  thoroughly  repair  the 
property.  The  work  has  been 
carried  out. 

17  Military  Rond  .... 

Aur.  7t!i 

Action  taken  under  P.H.A., 
1875. 

10  Military  Roa^l  .... 

do. 

33  Militiiry  IU)ad  .... 

•  > 

i 

Nov.  15  th 

Closing  order  made. for  the  two 
basement  rooms. 

25  Military  Rxwd  .... 

5 

3 

’* 

11 

Closing  order  made  for  three 
rooms. 

20  Military  Road  .... 

2 

2 

11 

” 

Closing  order  made  for  two  back 
rooms. 

31  Militiiry  Roatl  .... 

35  Military  Road 

•> 

0 

)> 

1) 

Closing  order  made  for  base¬ 
ment  and  attic. 

(back)  . 

1 

1 

Closing  order  made. 

35  Military  Road  .... 

3 

1) 

Owner  agreed  to  shore  up  the 
whole  building. 

31  to  37  Hcugli  Street . 

30  to  45  Henph  St.,  | 

15 

7 

»* 

Nov.  15th 

Closing  order  made.  The  pro¬ 
perty  has  been  demolished. 

1  to  4  Mitre  (5)iirt,  ( 
and  1 

4W  to  50  Mitre  Street  1 

17 

11 

” 

do.  do. 

Early  in  this  year,  closing  orders  were  obtained  for  the  premises 
42  Hill  Street  and  7  to  10  Todd’s  Court,  concerning  which  repres¬ 
entations  were  made  under  this  Act  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  the  previous  December.  In  the  case  of  Todd’s  Court, 
the  premises  were  demolished,  and  plans  for  rebuilding  were  sub¬ 
mitted  ;  the  yard  space  suggested  was  inadequate,  ami  the  plans 
were  disapproved  by  the  (’ouncil. 

In  axldition  to  the  premises  for  which  closing  orders  were  obtained 
from  the  magistrates,  43,  45,  and  47  East  Holborn  were  reported 
by  the  Health  Department  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  were 
closed  on  notice  from  him.  A  large  block  of  buildings,  20  to  28 
Barrington  Street  and  1  and  3  Nelson  Street,  (21  tenants),  was  volun¬ 
tarily  closed  by  the  owners  on  representations  from  the  Health 
Department. 


49 


Factory  and;Workshop  Act,  1901.— Particulars  of  inspections 
'and  defects  found,  etc.,  during  1906,  are  given  in  the  following 
Table  : — 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES^  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1). 

Inspections. 

(2). 

Written  Notices. 
(3). 

Prosecutions. 

(4). 

34 

1 

(inciuding  Factory  Laundries.) 

443 

18 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

4 

(Other  than  Outworkers  pretn- 
ises  included  in  Part  3  of  this 

Report.) 

Total  . 

481 

19 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Particulars. 

(1). 

Found. 

(2). 

Remedied. 

(3). 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector. 
(4) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5). 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Sealtfi  Acts 

12 

12 

1 

1 

7 

6 

tSanitary  accommodation'- 

3 

2 

unsuitable  or  defective  . 

2 

► 

Offences  undcT  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
jlcl . — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  reqiiireniente  for 
bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  . . . 

1 

1 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  iu  Part  3  of  this 
Report.) 

JrAfol  . 

20 

24 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sectiops  2,  3,  7,  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
t  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Distrtct  Council  The  sufhciencv  and  suitability  of  .sanitary  accommodation  for 
persons  employed.in  factories  and  workshops  are  decided  on  the  merits  of  each  case. 


HOMEWORK 


50 


1 


There  are  three  underground  bakehouses  in  South  Shields. 
One  bakehouse  was  vacated  during  the  year  for  more  suitable 
premises ;  plans  were  passed  for  the  erection  or  extension  of  three 
bakehouses;  and  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  one  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Nuisances,  extensive  structural  improvements  were  carried  out  at 
another  bakehouse. 

Section  107  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  requires 
that  the  occupier  of  every  factory  and  workshop,  and  every 
contractor  employed  by  any  such  occupier  in  the  business  of  the 
factory  or  workshop  shall  keep  lists  of  persons  employed  by  them 
outside  the  factory  or  workshop,  and  send  copies  of  these  lists  to 
the  District  Council.  In  consequence  of  this,  in  October,  1905, 
124  copies  of  a  circular  lette"  calling  attention  to  this  section, 
were  sent  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  occupiers  of  all 
workshops  in  which  certain  trades  mentioned  in  the  Home  Work 
Order  were  carried  on.  In  reply,  only  one  list  of  Outworkers 
was  obtained. 

The  circular  letter,  of  the  4th  October,  1906,  from  the  Home 
Office,  urging  the  enforcement  by  District  Councils  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  in  the  Factory  Act  which  deal  with  the  subject  of  home 
work,  states  that  the  lists  of  Outworkers  must  also  be  kept  by 
shop-keepers  who  give  out  work,  and  in  consequence,  during  the 
month  of  November,  1906,  enquiries  were  made  by  the  Inspectors 
not  only  at  the  workshops  in  the  Borough,  but  also  at  many  retail 
shops  to  which  there  are  no  workshops  attached  where  articles 
mentioned  in  the  Home  Work  Order  were  for  sale.  As  a  result  of 
these  enquiries,  there  were  obtained  six  lists  containing  the  names 
of  eleven  Outworkers  from  the  workshops  in  the  Borough,  and 
ten  lists  containing  fifteen  names  from  the  retail  shops.  I  think 
that  these  lists  are  fairly  complete,  as  I  do  not  consider  that  the 
number  of  Outworkers  in  the  Borough  is  large,  most  of  the  trades 
mentioned  in  the  Home  Work  Order  being  unknown  in  South 
Shields.  Previously  I  had  regarded  Outworkers  from  the  retail 
shops  as  occupiers  of  “  domestic  workshops,”  but  not  as  “  out 
workers  ”  within  the  meaning  of  Section  107  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Midwives  Act. — An  Inspector  of  Midwives  and  Health  Visitor 
was  appointed  in  May. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  visits  have  been  made  by  her  to 
midwives,  there  being  thirty  midwives  registered  under  the  Act 
of  1902.  None  of  these  have  had  any  training,  and  the  majority 
of  them  were  practising  in  ignorance  of  the  rules  of  the  Central 
IMidwives  Board.  The  death  of  one  midwife  was  notified  during 
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the  year,  and  one  was  found  to  be  practising  who  had  not  notified 
her  intention  of  doing  so.  The  number  of  midwives  practising, 
therefore,  remains  at  thirty. 

Twelve  of  these  are  illiterate  and  unable  themselves  to  keep  a 
register  of  their  cases.  Under  these  circumstances,  members  of 
their  respective  families  have  been  instructed.  Veiy  few  mid¬ 
wives  kept  their  case  books  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  ten  keeping 
no  list  of  cases  at  all.  In  most  cases  the  entries  shewed  a  lack 
of  knowledge  of  the  work  they  undertook  to  perform.  Onlj  six  had 
bags,  while  none  had  the  complete  set  of  appliances. 

The  work  of  supervision  has  met  with  no  opposition,  and  on 
tl'.e  whole  the  midwives  have  been  willing  to  carry  out  the  new 
le^ulations.  Surprise  visits  have  been  made,  case  books  and 
appliances  examined,  a  general  idea  of  their  mode  of  practice 
pbtained,  and  instruction  given  at  every  visit. 

Thirty-four  visits  have  been  made  to  women  who  are  practising 
as  raidwives,  but  w^ho  are  not  registered  under  the  Midwives  Act. 
Many  of  these  women  are  over  sixty  years  of  age,  and  appear  to 
have  little  idea  of  cleanliness  or  of  the  work  they  undertake. 
Some  whose  names  and  addresses  have  been  obtained  have  not 
3’et  been  visited. 

Thirty  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Inspector  at  her  office 
twenty-seven  by  midwives  who  sought  advice  and  instruction, 
while  three  persons  applied  for  information  respecting  midwifery 
training,  but  none  of  them  have  so  far  begun  to  be  trained. 

Health  Visitor.— 1,266  visits  have  been  made  to  houses  where 
births  had  occurred.  810  of  the  children  were  breast-fed  and  189 
hand-fed.  Advice  has  been  given  on  the  feeding  and  care  of 
infants,  and  the  mothers  have  been  urged  to  suckle  tlieir  babies. 
The  dangers  attending  bottle-fed  children  have  been  pointed  out. 


One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  experienced  is  to  make  the 
mothers  realise  that  milk  alone  is  a  .sufficient  food  for  young 
infants,  and  that  starchy  food,  such  as  rusks  and  breac  -boiley, 
is  not  required,  and  should  not  be  given  before  the  ninth  month. 
Advice  has  been  given  to  the  mothers  on  cleanliness,  fresh  air, 
and  the  care  of  their  own  health.  4:}:{  re-visits  were  made  to 
cases  where  the  infants  were  in  poor  condition. 


Visits  were  made  to  92  house.s  where  deaths  from  Diarrlwa 
had  occurred,  and  enquiries  were  made  regarding  feeding  and 
housing.  Only  fourteen  of  the  ninety-two  cluldren  were  solely 
breast-fed,  while  forty-seven  were  bottle-fed.  The  majority  of 


these  deaths  were  found  to  be  c  nfined  to  infants  who  were  badly 
nourished,  badly  housed,  and  where  there  was  dirt  and  overcrowd¬ 
ing. 

Ten  visits  were  made  to  Phthisical  patients  ;  they  and  their 
friends  were  advised  on  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  check  and 
prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease.  They  were  also  advised  that 
cleanliness,  light,  and  fresh  air  in  the  homes  is  most  essential. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  of  the 
149  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
Details  of  the  samples  taken,  and  the  prosecutions  which  followed, 
are  given  in  Table  G.,  page  63. 

In  July,  1906,  a  circular  letter  was  received  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  urging  Local  Authorities  to  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  presence  of  preservatives  in  milk,  and  suggesting 
that  milk  traders  should  be  notified  by  circular  or  otherwise  that 
action  would  be  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in 
instances  where  preservatives  were  reported  in  milk.  Such  a 
circular  had  been  sent  to  all  milk  sellers  in  the  town  eight  months 
previously,  and  copies  had  been  given  to  all  new  applicants  for 
registration  as  milk  sellers.  Preservatives  w'ere  found  in  two 
samples  of  milk  during  the  year,  and  conviction  was  obtained 
before  the  magistrates  in  each  case. 

Of  the  sixty-three  samples  of  milk  taken  for  analysis  during 
1906,  six  were  obtained  on  delivery  at  the  railway  station,  and 
the  remainder  from  retail  sellers  in  the  town.  All  those  taken  at 
the  railway  station  were  found  to  be  genuine,  while  fourteen  of 
those  got  from  retail  dealers  were  below  the  standard.  Seven 
cases  were  taken  before  the  magistrates  ;  six  of  the  defendants 
were  fined,  and  the  other  was  ordered  to  contribute  to  the  Poor 
Box. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  made 
172  visits  to  these  houses,  and  generally  found  them  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  only  one  notice  on 
the  landlord  of  a  Common  Lodging  House  ;  this  was  for  insufficient 
means  of  ventilation.  In  several  instances  repairs  were  carried 
out  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Inspectors.  These  houses  are  also 
supervised  by  the  Police,  who  made  1091  visits  to  Common  Lodging 
Houses  during  the  year,  and  instituted  proceedings  in  one  instance 
for  an  offence  against  the  Byelaws. 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  Common  Lodging 
Houses  for  each  year  since  1892  : — 


CC 

lO 

or 

o 

O'! 

CO 

a 

c*. 

o 

C5 

C5 

o 

o 

O 

o 

c 

O 

QC 

oc 

00 

00 

00 

X 

X 

X 

a 

- 

2 

a 

c: 

Number  existing  .. 

33 

32 

18 

17 

17 

.18 

21 

24 

24 

22 

22 

23 

22 

26 

Accommodation  . . 

900 

801 

33.5 

370 

374 

9 

9 

701 

705 

968 

668 

695 

678 

820 

912 

Seamen’s  Boarding  Houses. — Four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  to  these  houses, 
and  1,38 1  visits  by  the  Police.  Notice  was  served  on  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  Seamen’s  Boarding  Houses  on  account  of  a  defective  roof, 
wliile  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  instances  by  the  Police  for 
offences  against  the  Byelaws. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Seamen’s  Boarding 
Houses  for  1906  and  previous  years  : — 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

a 

X 

1897 

X 

c*. 

X 

a  c 
a  o 

X 

—  i  0^  1 

O  1  o  o 

C:  Ct  ' 

1  0 

0 , 0 
c:  1  c: 

= 

Number  existing  . . 

9 

? 

120 

9 

9 

9 

? 

80  73 

7l'  79'  78 

79  75 

74 

Accommotlation 

9 

9 

9 

9 

? 

9 

9 

775  760 

738  862  866 840812 

81 1 

f  Houses-let-in-Lodgings. — There  arc  now  thirteen  houses  on 
the  register,  that  is  two  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Back  Lanes  and  Yards. — Inspection  of  the  back  lanes  and 
yards  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year.  Pollution  of  the 
back  lanes  takes  place  through  the  hatches  of  the  privies  opening 
on  to  the  lanes.  These  hatches  make  the  back  lanes  unsuitable 
places  for  the  children  to  use  as  playgrounds.  The  new  back  lanes 
paved  with  concrete  are  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  ones, 
and  if  the  privies  could  be  abolished  and  water  closets  provided 
in  their  place,  these  lanes  could  be  ke})t  quite  clean  with  very 
little  labour. 

►  Public  Slaughterhouse. — Tlie  new  Public  Slaughterhouse  in 
Station  Road,  of  which  a  detailed  and  full  description  has  been 
published  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  w’as  opened  on  October  24th, 
by  the  .Mayor  (Councillor  W.  L.  Robert.son.) 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  South  Shields  Corpor¬ 
ation  Act,  1896,  and  the  South  Shields  E.\ten.sion  Order,  1901, 
at  the  e.xpiration  of  one  month  from  the  date  of  the  opening  of 


tl>e  Public  Slaughterhouse,  no  person  can,  except  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Corporation,  slaughter  in  the  way  of  trade,  any  cattle, 
sheep,  horse,  or  pig,  w’ithin  the  Borough,  except  in  the  Public 
Slaughterhouse. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  report  on  the  working  of  the  Slaughter¬ 
house. 

Private  Slauohteehouses. — Up  to  the  opening  of  the  Public 
Slaughterhouse,  slaughtering  was  carried  on  as  previously  in  the 
butcher  shops,  which  were  regularly  inspected. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops,  Ice  Cream  Shops,  and  Fried 
Fish  Shops. — These  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the 
year. 

New  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. — On  September  5th,  the 
Council  decided  to  purchase  fifteen  acres  of  land  on  the  south¬ 
west  slope  of  Cleadon  Hill  as  a  site  for  an  infectious  diseases 
hospital,  and  on  Decembei'  4th  the  contract  for  the  purchase 
was  completed  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

This  site  is  well  sheltered  and  easily  accessible  from  South 
Shields.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  no  site  better  suited  for 
the  purpose  exists  in  North-East  Durham. 

Public  Baths  .4Nd  Washhouses. — The  new  Baths  and  Wash¬ 
houses  in  Derby  Street  are  approaching  completion.  The  town 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  this  handsome  and  valuable  addition 
to  its  public  buildings.  The  large  swimming  bath  is  readily 
accessible  from  all  parts  of  the  town,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
public  washhouses  can  be  easily  reached  by  a  large  part  of  the 
population  for  whom  they  are  specially  intended. 


REPORTS 
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Being  a  Su)?iniary  of  their  Monthly  Reports  to  the 
Health  Committee  diirino  the  year  igo6. 
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TABLE  A.— NUISANCES,  &c  ,  FOR  THE  ABATEMENT  OF 
WHICH  PRELIMINARY  NOTICES  HAVE  BEEN 


(x 

Nuisance,  etc. 

s: 

it 

• 

p;' 

Ashpit  : 

Ashbin  : 
W.C. 


Cellar  ; 


Privy  Midden  . 

Privy  :  Insutlicient  . 

Insanitary  . 

Improper  position  of  . . 

Insufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated . 

Filthy . 

Dilapidated  and  defective . 

Absence  of  hatches,  seats,  etc . 

Liquid  flowing  from  . 

Insanitary  . 

Absence  of  roof . 

Absence  of . 

Ohoked  . 

„  ("  Fowler  "  type) . 

Insanitary  C  Fowler  ”  type)  . 

„  (••  trough  ”) . 

F'ilthy  basin . 

Defective  basin  . 

,.  flush . 

Absence  of  flush  . 

Urinal  :  Foul  and  insanitary . 

Absence  of  flush  . 

Drain  :  .Situated  in  house  . 

Choked  . 

Defective . 

Absence  of . 

„  proper  ventilation  to  . 

„  gully . 

„  grate  . 

Defective  and  obsolete  gully . 

F'ilthy  gully . 

Wash-up  :  Insanitary  . 

Defective . 

L'ntrapped  waste  pipe . 

Defective  ,,  . 

Choked  „  . 

Obsolete  trap  to  . 

Absence  of  hopper  head  . 

Lavatory:  Untrapped  waste  pipe . 

Bath  :  XJntrapped  waste  pipe . 

Dwelling  :  F’ilthy  rooms  . 

„  passage  and  staircase  . 

Overcrowded . 

Damp . 

Insufficiently  ventilated . 

Absence  of  sash  cords . 

Un ventilated  floor  space . 

Defective  roof  . 

„  ceiling  . 

„  floor  . 

,,  wall  . 

„  stairs  and  staircase . 

.,  chimney . 

Defective  and  choked  spouts  . 

Absence  of  spouts,  etc . 

„  water  supply . 

filthy  . 

Insanitary . 

Absence  of  drain . 

Seamen’s  Boarding  House  :  Defective  roof . 

Common  Lodging  House  :  Insufficiently  ventilated  . 

House-!et-in-lodgings  :  Choked  drain . 

Absence  of  privy  seat  . 


!) 

6 

38 

28 


34 

4 


1 

I 

i 

46 

4 


11 

1 

3 

3 

1 


IS 


1 

21 

4 

113 

27 


4 

3 

si 

4 

i 

5 
4 
7 

6 

i 

40 

!t 


1 

is 

56 

O 

1 

3 


1 

12 

1 


8 

11 

32 


32 

8 


1 

5 

5 

1 

56 

4 


3 

11 


1 

13 

45 

47 

5 

i 

1 

5 
1 
4 
1 
3 

6 
9 
1 


2 

52 

13 

1 

1 

1 

25 

3 

1 

2 

28 


4 

2 

4 

2 

3 

4 

12 

5 
13 

8 

1 

68 

4 

6 
1 


9 

30 

1 

2 

2 

51 

66 

230 

67 

1 

1 

1 

17 

3 
11 

1 

7 

8 

17 
1 

4 

3 

o 

149 

29 

1 

2 

18 
8 

38 

12 

6 

5 
170 

22 

5 
1 

11 

2 

4 
14 

5 

6 

6 
3 
1 

64 

29 

7 

22 

11 

2 

1 

117 

11 

22 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


TABLE  A. — Continued 


NriSAXCE,'ETC. 

JS 

A\  >1 

It.  Ayre. 

i 

W.  Hill. 

1 

j  [Totals. 

Workshop  :  Keriuiring  cleansing . 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Filthy  yard . 

1 

1 

Insufficiently  ventilated . 

i 

1 

Defective  floor . 

2 

2 

„  yard  . 

i 

r 

„  •  drain  . 

1 

i 

2 

Untrapped  wasliup  waste  pipe . 

1 

i 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation . 

1 

i 

i 

3 

Absence  of  W.C.  flush . 

, , 

1 

1 

Liquid  flowing  from  privy  . 

2 

2 

Filthy  privy  . 

Defective  privy  seat . 

I 

,  , 

1 

Absence  of  rain  water  downcomer . 

1 

1 

Insanitary  bakehouse . 

i 

1 

yards  and  Areas  :  Defective  and  unpaved  . 

122 

63 

71 

171 

427 

_  Filthy  . 

8 

24 

10 

10 

61 

;  Absence  of  back  door . 

1 

k3 

TT,  _  gj|, . 

1 

5 

13 

1) 

28 

Rainwater  Cistern  (underground)  :  Foul . 

1 

(> 

17 

fl 

30 

Dangerous . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

7 

Outbuildings  :  Dilapidated . 

7 

o 

4 

25 

38 

Filthy . 

8 

56 

4 

6 

74 

Stables  :  Accumulation  of  manure . 

5 

3 

^  1 

9 

Absence  of  manure  pit . 

3 

3 

6 

Choked  drain . 

1 

1 

Defective  drain . 

1 

1 

Absence  of  drain . 

1 

1 

Unpaved  yard  . 

1 

1 

Absence  of  water  supply  . 

i 

1 

Other  Nuisances  : — 

37 

Aceumulation  of  refuse  . 

1 

14 

6 

16 

„  „  stagnant  water . 

Emptying  slop  water  on  street . 

. . 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

„  offensive  matter  on  public  gully . 

•  • 

1 

1 

Keeping  Animals . 

i 

3 

3 

;> 

12 

Smoke  nuisance . 

1 

1 

Escape  of  coal  gas . 

1 

i 

Totals . 

407 

584 

428 

697 

2116 

Letters  sent  out  . 

8!) 

102 

02 

50 

342 

Notices  to  Borough  Surveyor  . 

10 

7 

1 

4 

„  Scavenging  Superintendent . 

1!) 

14 

4 

43 

Nnmber  of  Nuisances  for  which  Statutory  Notices 

280 

83 

33 

9 

102 

62 

59 


TABLE  B.- STRUCTURAL  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1906. 


W.  Clark. 

'S 

< 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

- 

Privy  Receptacles:  Provided  in  lieu  of  Privy  Middens 

3 

4 

3 

10 

Additional  provided  . 

3 

• 

4 

9 

Rebuilt . 

1 

5 

6 

Repaired  . 

2 

7 

39 

48 

Ash  Receptacles:  Provided . 

i 

2 

1 

4 

Rendered  in  cement . 

1 

1 

Dustbins  (galvanised  iron)  :  Provided  . 

O 

2 

(wooden) :  Provided  . 

i 

1 

W.C.’s  (wash-down):  Provided  in  lieu  of  Privy 

Middens . 

1 

3 

Provided  in  lieu  of  Privy  Receptacles  . 

i 

5 

6 

1 

13 

„  „  Pail  Closets  . 

1 

1 

„  „  “  Fowler  ”  Closets . 

i 

5 

6 

„  „  Hopper  Closets . 

i 

1  1 

„  „  Trough  Closets . 

2 

„  Washout  Closets . 

i 

1 

„  „  Wastewater  Closets . 

1 

1 

Rebuilt . 

2 

Repaired  . 

5 

3 

8 

Additional  provided . 

2 

10 

16 

Defective  Basins  replaced . 

6 

5 

7 

18 

New  Cisterns  provided  . 

6 

s 

5 

21 

Cisterns  repaired  . 

9 

5 

14 

Flush-pipes  provided . 

!) 

1 

0 

16 

Urinals  ;  Provided . 

Remodelled . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Improved . 

1 

1 

Flush  nrovided . 

2 

4 

Abolished  . 

1 

1 

Drains:  Provided . 

25 

10 

7 

42 

Relaid . 

11 

9 

15 

16 

51 

Repaired . 

5 

2 

7 

17 

31 

Abolished . 

1 

3 

9 

13 

Soilpipes  renewed . 

9 

1 

10 

Ventilators  provided . 

5 

7 

repaired . 

5 

1 

6 

„  cleared  . 

2 

Disconnectiiie  Chambers  provided . 

8 

3 

7 

21 

,,  Traps  provided . 

Obsolete  Gullies  replaced . 

1 

1 

2 

:i 

7 

Defective  Gullies  „  . 

21) 

11 

17 

40 

94 

Additional  Gullies  provided . 

30 

37 

17 

6 

90 

Grease  Trap  provided  . 

1 

1 

Cesspool :  Filled  in . 

i 

1 

Washups:  of  metal,  replaced  by  earthenware.... 

7 

ii 

17 

6 

44 

Additional  provided . 

4 

9 

1 

16 

Wastepipes  trapped . 

59 

67 

52 

32 

210 

,,  renewed . 

6 

8 

8 

„  provided  . 

1 

1 

,,  disconnected  from  drain . 

Hopper-heads  provided  . 

io 

> 

8 

19 

20 

2i 

12 

53 

Lavatories  :  Wastepipes  trapped  : . 

5 

5 

Baths  :  Wastepipes  trapped . 

5 

i 

6 

Dwellings  :  Site  concreted  and  sub.soil  drained  .... 

2 

2 

Roofs  repaired  . 

10 

i 

3 

i7 

31 

Roofs  re-slated . 

4 

4 

Floors  relaid  with  wood . 

14 

3 

17 

„  „  ,,  cement  concrete  .  . . . 

i 

3 

o 

7 

TABLK  B.— Continued 


W.  Clark. 

R.  \V.  Weir. 

R.  Ayre. 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

1 

1 

41) 

16 

11 

74 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

17 

17 

o 

i 

3 

1 

T 

2 

4 

Spouts  ami  downcomers  renewed  .... 

„  ..  repaired . 

LiKhtim;  and  ventilation  improved.... 

i:t 

21) 

1 

>> 

ie 

6 

1 

1 

33 

33 

1 

82 

40 

t 

„  floor  relaid  witli  cement  concrete 

i 

i 

2 

I  ^ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  :  Means  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

.. 

.. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

78 

in 

37 

no 

224 

12 

13 

20 

48 

2 

2 

12 

16 

ii 

n 

1 

1) 

3 

•  3 

2 

Floors  relaid  with  cement  concrete. 

65 

i  i 

1 

21) 

63 

20 

168 

21 

Rain  Water  Cisterns  :  (UndcrKround)  :  cleaned  out. . 

1 

o 

8 

1 

i 

n 

4 

8 

<) 

21 

Disconnected  from  drain  . . 

5 

1  •• 

1 

1  1 

,  5 

2 

i 

1  3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

io 

16 

10 

10 

i 

ei 


TABLE  C.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  OF  THE  INSPECTORS 

OF  NUISANCES. 


On  complaint  of  nuisances  . 

To  test  drains . 

Seamen’s  Boarding  Houses  . 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

Houses-let-in- Lodgings  . 

Living  Vans . .  • 

Workshops,  etc . 

Offensive  Trades . •  ■  •  • 

Tripery  . 

Fried  Fish  Shops . 

Slaughtering  Places . 

Poulterer’s  Shops . 

,  Milk  Shops . . . 

On  notification  of  infectious  disease 
To  supervise  home-treated  cases  .  .  . . 
disinfect  houses  and  remove  cases 

to  Hospital . 

Re  Smallpox  contacts . 

„  Scarlet  Fever  contacts  . 

„  Diphtheria  contacts . 

„  Phthisis  deaths . 

,,  School-reported  cases  . 

Visits  of  inspection  . . 

Re  Smoke  observation  . 

To  works  in  progress  . 

Interviews  and  appointments  . 

Taking  samples  with  Food  Inspector , 


Totai.  Visits 


W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

R.  Ay  re. 

W,  Hill. 

Totals. 

85 

62 

93 

112 

352 

25 

11 

32 

24 

92 

101 

12 

311 

424 

68 

104 

172 

14 

14 

6 

1 

7 

148 

48 

88 

lU 

394 

8 

8 

1 

1 

8 

2 

10 

2 

2 

7 

,  . 

7 

2 

2 

136 

i.5i 

ii9 

118 

524 

300 

130 

54 

92 

576 

114 

142 

79 

59 

394 

38 

399 

1( 

129 

576 

7 

7 

6 

6 

19 

.32 

35 

68 

154 

373 

649 

264 

565 

1851 

3078 

3318 

4562 

3706 

15564 

8 

1 

,  , 

9 

1135 

310 

869 

496 

2810 

273 

Ou 

333 

99 

12 

111 

6487 

5634 

6313 

5966 

24400  I 

TABLE  D.— CASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL. 


Disease. 

j  W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

R.  Ayre. 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever . . . 

24 

45 

43 

27 

139 

Enteric  Fever . 

G 

12 

9 

10 

37 

Sneallpox  . 

1 

.  , 

1 

2 

Suspects  . 

4 

4 

Totals  . 

34 

58 

52 

38 

182 

TABLE  E.— DISINFECTION. 


W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

R.  Ayre. 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

Rooms  fumigated  . 

90 

121 

104 

100 

415 

Schoolrooms  fumigated . 

Bundles  of  Bedding  sent  for 

9 

42 

14 

29 

94 

Steam  Disinfection . 

141 

129 

98 

115 

483 

TABLE  F.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF 
MEAT,  ETC.,  TO  THE  VARIOUS  TRADES 
UNDER  HIS  SUPERVISION. 


Places  Inspected. 

Number 

Existing. 

Number 
of  Visits. 

Milkshops  and  Dairies . 

264 

444 

Cowsheds . 

7 

38 

Bakehou.se8 . 

40 

93 

Slaughtering  Places . 

* 

2461 

American  Meat  Shops.  &c . 

? 

1024 

5 

38 

Fried-Fish  Shops  . 

66 

134 

Fish-Curing  Places  . 

5 

10 

Gut-Scraping  Places . 

2 

8 

Total  Visits  . 

4250 

*  See  “Public  Slaughterhouse,”  Pages  54  and  65. 


G3 


TABLE  G.— SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


^  The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  Analyst’s  Reports  on  the  Samples 
taken  during  the  year,  190(i. 


%  a 

O' 

j.e 

2  c 

Non-Genuine. 

Proceedings 
and  Result. 

Article. 

s  ^ 

Xo. 

Extent  of  Adulteration  or 

5  O 

;2iO 

Deficiency. 

25 

20 

1 

Contained  0.2 1°(,  Boric  Acid. . 

_ 

1 

„  0.26% 

Cautioned. 

1 

0.33% 

— 

1 

,,  2. 1  %excess  of  water 

Cautioned. 

1 

9  fiO/ 

)•  /O  »» 

Cautioned. 

Chees0  . 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger  (Ground). 

2 

2 

— 

• - 

— 

Lard . 

11 

11 

_ 

— 

— 

Margarine  .... 

1 

1 

Contained  1 5. 7  ^ocxcess  ofwater 

10s.  and  costs. 

Milk  . 

63 

49 

1 

Deficient  3.7%  in  non -fatty 

Cautioned. 

L _ 

1 

A  no/ 

Cautioned. 

1 

Cautioned. 

1 

„  7.7% 

Cautioned. 

1 

„  13.4% 

5s.  and  costs. 

1 

,,  3.3%  in  natural  fat.  . 

Cautioned. 

2 

10.0% 

Cautioned. 

1 

„  10.0% 

5s.  and  costs. 

1 

,,  5.9%  in  non-fatty  solids 

and  20.0%  in  natural  fat 

5s.  and  costs. 

1 

,,  7.5%  in  non-fatty  solids 

and  23.3%  in  natural  fat 

10s.  and  costs. 

1 

,,  7.7%  in  non-fatty  solids 

Contributed 

and  13.3%  in  natural  fat 

10s.  toPoorBox 

1 

,,  3. 1  %  in  non-fatty  solids 

and  contained  0.06% 

10s.  and  costs. 

1 

Contained  0.015%  Boric  Acid  . 

5s.  and  costs. 

Mustard . 

8 

8 

__ 

— 

— 

Nitre :  Sweet 

Spirits  of ... . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oatmeal  . 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Peas  . 

1 

1 

Contained  Copper  Compounds 
equal  to  0.0042%  of  Copper 

Cautioned. 

Pepper . 

12 

12 

. 

_ 

— 

Rice  (Ground)  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rum . 

6 

C 

_ 

— 

— 

Soda  (Bi-Carb.)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sweets  . 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

Tapioca . 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

6 

c 

_ 

— 

Whisky  . 

6 

G 

_ 

— 

— 

Total  . 

149’ 

128 

21 

64 


TABLE  H.— FOOD  CONDEMNED  AND  DESTROYED 
DURING  THE  Y’EAR  1906. 


Beasts 

Ui  Carcases  and  offal  (Tuberculosis).  '  . 

40  Livers  (29  frozen). 

13  Sets  of  Lungs. 

32  lbs.  Kidneys  (frozen). 

2  Bellies. 

1  Head  (Actinomycosis). 

1  Heart. 

32  st.  (10  st.  frozen)  of  Beef.* 

Calf  . 

....  1  Carcase  (Gangrene). 

Sheep 

7  st.  Mutton. 

Lambs  . .  . 

...  1  ('arcase  (found  suffocated). 

4  Hind  Quarters. 

Pigs  .... 

2  Carcases  (1  found  dead  and  1  Exhaustion). 

5  Kegs  (125  lbs.)  of  Kidneys  (frozen). 

Tripe  .... 

...  15  Kegs  (300  lbs)  (frozen.) 

Fish  .... 

1  st.  White  Fish. 

8  st.  Black-Jacks. 

800  Mackerel. 

3  st.  Findon  Haddocks. 

2  Boxes  (14  Ib.s.)  Kippers. 

10  Baskets  (10  st.)  Smoked  Herrings. 

Mussels  .  . 

. . . .  12  Quarts. 

Fruit  .... 

()rAnfTfw.  2  Boxos  Hnd  .V  ti  Barrel. 

Gooseberries,  t>  quarts. 

I 


